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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDIP, PINR, NATO, NO 

SUBJECT: DOMESTIC POLITICAL PRESSURE CALLS NORDLI HOME 

1 . THE INCREASINGLY COMPLEX WAGE NEGOTIATION PACKAGE, NOW 
FACING THE TIME CONSTRAINT OF THE STATUTORY JUNE 9 (SECOND 
FRIDAY IN JUNE) STORTING ADJOURNMENT DATE, CAUSED LABOR 
PARTY LEADERS TO SEND AN URGENT PLEA TO NORDLI TO COME 
HOME IN TIME TO PREVENT A LAST-MINUTE UNRAVELING OF THE 
LABOR PARTY'S ENTIRE ECONOMIC PROGRAM. 

2. THE PERCEPTION OF CRISIS IS, AMONG BOTH LABOR AND 
OPPOSITION POLITICIANS, VERY REAL. A KEY ELEMENT, ALLOWING 
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ALMOST NO TIME SLIPPAGE, IS THE SETTLEMENT WITH THE 
AGRICULTURAL SECTOR. UNLESS A SETTLEMENT IS REACHED BY JUNE 1, 
COMPULSORY ARBITRATION IS THE OPTION THAT, MOST PROBABLY, WOULD 
HAVE TO BE ESTABLISHED. THAT PROCESS, INVOLVING A CABINET 
MEETING, A KING IN COUNCIL SESSION, AND ACTION BY THE STORTING, 

WOULD REQUIRE ALL OF THE TIME REMAINING BEFORE THE 
STORTING'S JUNE 9 ADJOURNMENT. THUS THE LABOR PARTY 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


LEADERSHIP, RELIANT ON NORDLI'S STATURE AND CONCILIATORY 
POWERS, SAW NO OTHER COURSE BUT TO CALL THE PRIME MINISTER 
HOME FOR THE FINAL PUSH, AND LED ACTING PM INGER LOUISE VALLE 
TO CALL NORDLI WITH THIS REQUEST LATE MAY 30. 

3. WHILE REGRETTING THE ABRUPTNESS OF NORDLI'S DEPARTURE 
AND THE EVIDENT ABSENCE OF SUFFICIENT NOTICE TO THE USG, 

THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE MFA'S POLITICAL DEPARTMENT 

TOLD EMBOFF PRIVATELY THAT NORDLI HAD PREVIOUSLY CONSIDERED CAN- 
CELLING HIS TRIP ENTIRELY IN ORDER TO ATTEND TO THESE 
INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT DOMESTIC POLITICAL PROBLEMS. 

FORESEEING THAT THE VISITS TO KINGSTON, WASHINGTON AND 
NEW YORK MIGHT HAVE TO BE SUDDENLY CURTAILED, NORDLI AND FONMIN 
FRYDENLUND PRIORITIZED THE OBJECTIVES OF THE TRIP AS FOLLOWS 
TWO DAYS BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE: (1) NATO SUMMIT, (2) MONDALE 
DINNER, (3) JAMAICA AND (4) SSOD. BOTH NORDLI AND FRYDENLUND 
ATTACHED GREAT IMPORTANCE TO THE WASHINGTON VISIT AND ONLY A 
POLITICAL CRISIS OF THE MAGNITUDE OF THE PRESENT ONE WOULD 
HAVE CAUSED HIM TO ABSENT HIMSELF. 

4. NORDLI'S SUDDEN RETURN TO OSLO IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 
NATO SUMMIT HAS BEEN GIVEN PROMINENT ATTENTION BY THE 
MEDIA. THEIR INTERPRETATIONS OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S MOVE 
RANGED FROM DEFENSIVE TO OPENLY CRITICAL DEPENDING ON THEIR 
POLITICAL PERSUASION. THE LABOR PRESS HAS STOUTLY DENIED 
THAT NORDLI'S RETURN HAD ANYTHING TO DO WITH WHAT HAD 
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PASSED AT THE SUMMIT AND EMPHASIZED THAT HIS PRESENCE 
WAS NECESSARY TO DEAL WITH THE VERY REAL PROBLEMS 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE WAGE NEGOTIATIONS. NORDLI WAS 
TAKEN TO TASK IN THE OPPOSITION PRESS FOR SEEMING TO 
SLAP THE SUMMIT AND NATO IN THE FACE AND HAVING HIS 
PRIORITIES SKEWED. ALTHOUGH THE AFRICAN ISSUE WAS 
MENTIONED IN ALL ARTICLES, NO ONE SEEMS TO SERIOUSLY 
HAVE CONCLUDED THAT NORDLI LEFT BECAUSE OF AGGRAVATION 
OVER AFRICA'S TREATMENT DURING THE FIRST DAY'S SESSION 
OR IN FACT, IN PROTEST OVER ANYTHING THAT HAPPENED 
AT THE SUMMIT. MOST PAPERS UNDERSCORE NORDLI'S 
LACK OF PREPARATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE AFRICAN 
DISCUSSION AND CRITICIZED THE GOVERNMENT FOR FAILING 
TO BRIEF THE PRIME MINISTER ADEQUATELY. 
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5. UNDER SECRETARY IN THE PRIME MINISTER S OFFICE, ESKILD 
JENSEN, COT .FIRMED TO US JUNE 1 THE ABOVE REASONS FOR THE 
PRIME MINISTER'S RETURN FROM THE UNITED STATES. JENSEN 
SAID THAT THE PRIME MINISTER RECOGNIZED THAT THREE OR 
FOUR VERY IMPORTANT GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS WERE REACHING 
A QUOTE DELICATE STAGE UNQUOTE THIS WEEK IN THE STORTING 
AND THAT IT WAS WRONG OF HIM AS HEAD OF GOVERNMENT TO 
BE ABSENT DURING SUCH AN IMPORTANT AND SENSITIVE MOMENT. 
JENSEN STATED THAT THE PRIME MINISTER ESPECIALLY REGRETTED 
MISSING THE VICE PRESIDENT S DINNER WHICH HE HAD VERY 
MUCH LOOKED FORWARD TO. 
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6. JENSEN STATED THAT NORWEGIAN AMBASSADOR SOMMERFELT 
HAD BEEN INFORMED OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S DECISION TUESDAY 
NIGHT (MAY 30) AND SUBSEQUENTLY DISCUSSED THIS DECISION WITH 
MEMBERS OF THE WHITE HOUSE STAFF WHO, ACCORDING TO JENSEN, 
EXPRESSED UNDERSTANDING OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S NEED TO 
RETURN FOR DOMESTIC POLITICAL REASONS. AS JENSEN PUT 
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IT QUOTE AMONG POLITICIANS FORCE MAJEUR IS SOMETHING WHICH IS 
READILY UNDERSTOOD UNQUOTE. 

7. JENSEN ALSO STATED THAT HE WAS VERY IRRITATED WITH 
THE PRESS COVERAGE OF NORDLI'S DEPARTURE, ESPECIALLY THE 
COVERAGE WHICH ATTEMPTED TO LINK HIS DEPARTURE TO DISPLEASURE 
OVER THE DISCUSSION OF AFRICA AT THE NATO SUMMIT. ACCORDING 
TO JENSEN, NORDLI IN HIS MEETING WITH THE NORWEGIAN PRESS 

ON MAY 31, HAD CHARACTERIZED SUCH LINKAGE AS QUOTE RIDICULOUS 
AND ENTIRELY WITHOUT FOUNDATION. UNQUOTE 

8. COMMENT: WHILE THERE HAS BEEN SOME PRESS SPECULATION 
LINKING NORDLI'S PRECIPITATE DEPARTURE TO SUBSTANTIVE 
ISSUES AT THE SUMMIT MEETING (I.E. AFRICAN ISSUES), NO 

GON OFFICIALS HAVE GIVEN ANY CREDENCE TO SUCH REPORTS. 

(MFA SOURCES, WHILE ADMITTING THAT THEY HAD NOT PREPARED 
NORDLI WELL FOR DISCUSSION OF SUCH ISSUES, WERE VEHEMENT 
IN DENYING ANY LINKAGE BETWEEN SUCH ISSUES AND THE PM'S 
RETURN). POLITICIANS ON BOTH SIDES ATTRIBUTE NORDLI'S 
RETURN TO THE CRITICAL POINT WHICH THE WAGE PACKAGE HAS 
NOW REACHED. ALL HAVE POINTED OUT ANEW THE FACT THAT 
LABOR IS STILL A MINORITY GOVERNMENT; THAT CONSENSUS 
ON AN ISSUE OF THIS SENSITIVITY IS GOING TO REQUIRE 
ALL THE SKILL THAT NORDLI CAN BRING TO THE TASK AND THAT 
THE PM HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO RETURN IN TIME TO AVOID AN 
UNRAVELING OF THE PROGRAM THAT COULD. IN TURN, BRING 
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DOWN THE LABOR GOVERNMENT. 

LERNER 
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